





RECENT ACQUISITIONS

SILVER LADLE BY C.R. ASHBEE

The LAF has funded the acquisition of a silver
ladle of circa 1900 by Charles Robert Ashbee.
It is the first work by this renowned Arts and
Crafts silversmith to enter the acclaimed
collection of English silver at Temple Newsam
House. The ladle has strong connections with

Leeds, as it was originally bought by Arthur
Currer Briggs, a colliery owner who was Lord
Mayor of Leeds 1903—4, and his wife Helen.

The couple were involved in many charitable
activities and supported the philosophical ideas
that underpinned the Arts and Crafts movement.
They built a holiday home overlooking
Windermere, Broad Leys, which was an Arts

and Crafts masterpiece designed for them by

C.FE. A Voysey. In 1900 and 1904 they were
involved in the organisation of two Arts and
Crafts exhibitions at Leeds Art Gallery.

Only one other ladle designed by Ashbee is
known. Dating from a few years earlier it is now
in the collections of the V&A. There is a very
similar design illustrated in Ashbee’s retrospective
design book C. R Ashbee Modern Silver Designs
published in 1909. As we go to press the ladle is
on display at Lotherton Hall, along with another
LAF supported acquisition, the dress medals
that formerly belonged to Lady Gascoigne (see
Newsletter 17, it was former Chair of the LAF,
Jim Fox, who alerted curators to the sale).

Image: Silver Ladle by C.R. Ashbee

GASCOIGNE DINNER SERVICE
RETURNS TO LOTHERTON HALL

A Copeland Spode 28-piece armorial dinner
service c. 1850s, emblazoned with the Gascoigne
coat of arms in gold has been acquired for
Lotherton Hall. It is part of the dinner service
left to Cynthia Gascoigne by Sir Alvary
Gascoigne when he died in 1970. The set
illustrates the connection of the Gascoignes

to the Copeland family through Gwendolen
Gascoigne’s niece, Ida Copeland.

The dinner service will be displayed on the
Gillows table in the Dining Room for next year’s
exhibition, The Homes of The Gascoignes. The
collection already holds silverware and cutlery
stamped with the Gascoigne coat of arms from
the Wingfield gift (loaned from the LAF) and the
original table cloth from Parlington Hall with
Colonel Gascoigne’s initials embroidered on it
and the china completes the table setting.

Image: Copeland Spode dinner plate bearing the
Gascoigne coat of arms

THE EIGHTFOLD DOT (2013)
BY MELVIN MOTI

This silent film was commissioned by Pavilion
to mark the centenary of the discovery of

x-ray crystallography by Leeds physicist and
mathematician, Sir William Henry Bragg (1862—
1942). He was Cavendish Professor of Physics at
the University of Leeds from 1909 until 1915 and
is to be celebrated with a major new university
building. He and his son William Lawrence were
jointly awarded the 1915 Nobel Prize in Physics.

It is the first work by internationally-recognised
Dutch artist, Moti (b. 1977) to enter a public
collection in the UK and the first joint
acquisition for the University of Leeds Art
Collection and Leeds Museums and Galleries.
Such acquisitions are an increasingly popular
way of funding expensive works of art, and
once again the LAF contribution of £2,500 has
been key to gaining support for further funding.

Moti explores themes of time, space,
spirituality and consciousness through his
works which are based on extensive archival
research and often explore scientific or
supernatural phenomena with enigmatic
imagery, overlaid with historical references. His
films aim to put our human perception into a
broader context and to understand intangible
concepts like time and space.

The Eightfold Dot will be screened in
October 2021 as part of the city-wide
festival Leeds Light Night.

VANISHING POINT 5

Vanishing Point 5 (Weenix), 2018 a drawing by
Barbara Walker (b. 1964, Birmingham) is part of
an ongoing series that explores the visibility
(or lack thereof) of black people in Western
European painting and is framed within Walker’s
ongoing interest in the representation of black
people in public archives and collections.

An Evelyn Williams Drawing Award in 2017
allowed Walker to study works in the National
Gallery. Vanishing Point 5 (Weenix) is based on
the painting, An Italian Courtyard, 1660-1665
by Dutch artist Jan Weenix (1642-1719). The
work shows a black young boy, possibly a slave,
in a magnificent uniform, serving two young
lovers who are flirting on the steps of an inn.
Walker brings to the fore the black subject who
has a secondary role in the original painting.
The perspective and overall composition of
the original painting is exposed through blank
embossing which has been executed by using

a photopolymer gravure plate. Meanwhile,
graphite drawing is used to represent the boy
who is shown holding a tray with a half-peeled
lemon and an open oyster, often thought to
be an aphrodisiac. The resulting image creates
a subtle, yet powerful effect both visually and
conceptually.

The drawing opens interesting conversations
with other works in Leeds collection including
a beadwork and embroidered looking glass
showing a black servant next to King Charles II.

Laura Claveria, Assistant Curator of Fine Art
(Leeds Art Gallery)

Image: Detail from Vanishing Point 5 (Weenix) by
Barbara Walker © the artist



EVENTS

PROGRAMME
SEPTEMBER 2021 — FEBRUARY 2022

Thank you to all those who attended the
spring series of online talks, which presented
recent research related to the collections, and
concluded with a talk by artist Jake Attree.

As we tentatively return to in person events
we thank members for suggestions and have
incorporated some of them. Our events are all
close to home enabling you to make your own
travel arrangements. All our venues have Covid
protocols in place and you will be advised of
these closer to the event.

All events will be bookable online via Eventbrite.
Once you have booked, an itinerary will be sent
to you. For those of you without email please
call 07930 371298. Booking is as ever on a first
come first served basis. Please be aware that
numbers are limited to comply with current
Covid guidelines.

As there is still some uncertainty about resuming
activities at the time of writing we shall be using
Out & About to promote additional events, if
the situation allows us to do so.

IN PERSON EVENTS

TUESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER
HARROGATE GALLERIES 2PM

Harrogate has a thriving art scene and for our
first in person event of the year we are delighted
that both Messums and the Watermark Gallery
have agreed to talk about the stories behind
their arrival in Harrogate. We will be walking
between the galleries, then celebrating with a
cream tea.

Cost £20
Booking www.eventbrite.com/e/165240279123

Images: Photographs of Scotland by Alexander Lindsay,

Messums

MONDAY 11 OCTOBER
BELOW THE SALT
TEMPLE NEWSAM HOUSE TIAM

An exclusive LAF tour of the current exhibition,
based on the 1520 Inventory, with the artist
Catherine Bertola.

Cost £15
Booking www.eventbrite.com/e/165241388441

SUNDAY 24 OCTOBER
VISIT TO LAWNSWOOD CEMETERY 2PM

In the company of Ann Lightman we visit major
memorials including Thornycroft’s memorial to
Arthur Currer Briggs (see Out & About 14).

Cost includes a donation to the Friends of
Lawnswood: £15
Booking www.eventbrite.com/e/165242056439
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TUESDAY 23 NOVEMBER
SHEILA BOWNAS COLLECTION AT LEEDS
DISCOVERY CENTRE 2PM

Curator of Dress and Textiles, Natalie Raw
introduces us to the work of this Leeds based
textile designer whose archive was purchased
for the collections with the help of the LAF (see
Newsletter 17)

Cost £10
Booking www.eventbrite.com/e/165242507789

Images: Two designs by Sheila Bownas, Leeds Museums
and Galleries
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THURSDAY 13 JANUARY 7PM

THE FIG REVEAL: CASTS, CONCEALMENT AND
CONSERVATION

Dr Michael Waldron (Assistant Curator of
Collections and Special Projects, Crawford Art
Gallery)

Free to members £5 non-members
Booking www.eventbrite.com/e/165243693335

THURSDAY 27 JANUARY 7PM
COLLABORATIVE CRAFTSMANSHIP AND
CERAMIC SCULPTURE

Dr Caroline McCaffrey-Howarth (Curator,17th
and 18th Century Ceramics and Glass, Victoria
and Albert Museum)

Free to members £5 non-members
Booking www.eventbrite.com/e/165243821719

PATRONS AND 1912 CLUB MEMBERS

An autumn treat will be a visit to the North
Yorkshire home of a private collector with a
passion for the work of the Bloomsbury group
of artists, inspired by their wonderful use of
colour, pattern and sense of spontaneity.

Our host, a food writer, has generously invited
us to see his significant collection of pieces
from the Omega Workshop (established by the
art critic Roger Fry and artists Duncan Grant
and Vanessa Bell in 1913) including a recently
acquired dining room table which had been

in the Fry family since 1914. We will also see
ceramics and displays of artworks focusing on
20th century female painters.

Full details will be circulated to Patrons and
1912 Club members.

Image: Works from the Omega Workshop in situ,

Private Collection

Leeds Art Fund is a Charitable Incorporated
Organisation registered number 1171891



