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How the Artist was led to the Study of Nature by
Andy Holden - Installation at Leeds Art Gallery.
Photo Courtesy of Simon Warner, June 2018.

RECENT ACQUISITION
IMPORTANT DRAWINGS BY THOMAS
CHIPPENDALE SENIOR AND JUNIOR
The Chippendale Society has recently acquired six previously
unknown drawings attributed to Thomas Chippendale senior
and junior. The key to their attribution is provided by a
drawing for a lantern pedestal, which is the design drawing
for a set of six supplied by Chippendale to Harewood House
in 1774.
The drawings are by two different hands. Two are thought to
date from about 1760 and are typical of Thomas Chippendale
senior’s free-flowing style with its use of delicate washes
to suggest shadow and perspective. The other four are by a
different hand and can confidently be attributed to Thomas
Chippendale junior (the first to be discovered) on the basis
of strong similarities with his engravings published in 1779.
These are the first Chippendale drawings of any kind in the
fully mature neo-Classical style of the 1770s.
Chippendale junior was first recorded as active in his father’s
firm in 1766, aged 17, and his first signed drawing is of a
neo-Classical tablet, dated 1772. However, it has long been
assumed that he did not assume a significant role until
c.1775-6. The new drawings demonstrate that Chippendale
junior was involved much earlier than previously thought.
The drawings were bought from London dealer Thomas
Heneage and their acquisition was assisted by grants from
the: Leeds Art Fund, American Friends of the Chippendale
Society in the Decorative Arts Trust, Friends of the National
Libraries, Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society, and
Headley Trust.
Dr Adam Bowett, Honorary Chairman of the Chippendale Society
Image: Thomas Chippendale, Drawing for a table, c. 1760.
© The Chippendale Society
Image: Thomas Chippendale junior, Drawing for a lantern and
pedestal, 1774.
© The Chippendale Society

Ed. The Chippendale Society’s
collection is housed at Temple Newsam
and shown alongside Leeds Museums
and Galleries’ internationally important
collections. The drawings are not
currently on display but available in
the Archive. For further information
contact Adam Toole, Curator of
Temple Newsam and the Hon. Curator,
Chippendale Society.

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

IN MEMORIAM

INSTALLATION BY ANDY HOLDEN
Thought provoking, awe inspiring, emotional,
important, relaxing, wonderful, artistic, magical

MAJOR ARCHIVE CELEBRATING
YORKSHIRE DESIGNER
Natalie Raw, Curator of Dress and Textiles,
introduces us to the work of Sheila Bownas
(1925-2007) a prolific freelance designer, who
designed patterns for textiles and wallpapers
throughout the 50s, 60s and 70s, from her home
in Linton in the Yorkshire Dales. Until recently
her important contribution to UK design was
little known. This acquisition was supported by
the Leeds Art Fund, which once again helped to
secure further funding from the Art Fund and the
Arts Council England/V&A Purchase Grant Fund.
From a young age Sheila had shown great
artistic talent and after attending Skipton Girls’
High School she went on to gain a scholarship
to study at the Slade, London. Following her
graduation, in 1950, she became a successful
designer supplying work to many of the
renowned manufacturers and retailers, including
Liberty of London, Marks and Spencer, and
Crown Wallpapers.
The collection, acquired by Leeds Museums and
Galleries, includes 177 hand-painted designs
which show both Bownas’ talent but also the
changing and diverse fashions of pattern design
in post-war Britain. There are modernist abstract
works, dating from the 1950s, which at the time
were seen as revolutionary in textile design.
These sit alongside more familiar patterns using
floral motifs, which would have appealed to
more traditional consumer tastes and show
how not everyone is always ready for very
contemporary designs in their homes.
The Sheila Bownas collection will be stored and
available to view at the Leeds Discovery Centre.
Image: Pattern Design SB 208, by Sheila Bownas,
c. 1956-9

These comments illustrate the powerful
impression the artwork, How the Artist was led
to the Study of Nature, by Andy Holden, made
on visitors, when it was first exhibited.
Through 7130 ceramic, hand-painted eggs,
Holden replicates the illegal egg hoard of
Richard Pearson, whose Cleethorpes home
was raided by police and the RSPB in 2006. The
exquisitely crafted eggs are presented in the
various Tupperware boxes, margarine tubs
and biscuit barrels, which Pearson used to hide
his collection. The original hoard was destroyed
to underline the damage caused by illegal
egg-collecting.
This work was commissioned by Artangel,
Leeds Art Gallery, Towner Art Gallery and
Bristol Museums and Galleries for Andy
Holden’s national touring exhibition, Natural
Selection, which opened in 2017, and received
rave reviews.
With the support of the Leeds Art Fund, this
exceptional work has been jointly acquired with
Bristol Museums and Galleries. Joint acquisitions
are proving a popular way to acquire works
that might otherwise be beyond the budgets of
regional collections.
Natural Science Curator, Clare Brown, comments
Collecting wild bird eggs has been illegal – for
good reason – in the UK since 1981. This piece
encapsulates the concept that it is possible for us
to act as a nation to protect our native wildlife.
We have a large, pre-1981 collection of wild bird
eggs which we use for teaching and scientific
research. This piece complements our egg
collection, being full of ideas about the horror
of obsessive collecting and wildlife crime, as well
as the beauty and variety of things that are not
human-made.
Image: How the Artist was led to the Study of Nature
(detail) by Andy Holden - Installation at Leeds Art
Gallery. Photo Courtesy of Simon Warner, June 2018.

JOHN ROLES (1957-2020)
We are so sorry to report that John Roles very
sadly passed away on 18 November after a long
illness (see initial report in LAF Out & About,
no.8, 27 November 2020). John had served as
Hon. Secretary to the LAF since 2004 and his
passing is a great loss to Leeds Art Fund, Leeds
Museums & Galleries, and the museum world
more generally.
Over more than 15 years John was a genuine
friend to the LAF, acting as our key liaison with
Leeds Museums & Galleries. John had enormous
warmth in his personality and real generosity
of spirit, which was exemplified by his style
of leadership – as Head of Leeds Museums &
Galleries I was always struck by the genuine care,
support, encouragement, and the extraordinary
kindness, he showed to his staff. The tributes
paid to John both regionally and nationally and
the outpouring of sadness, and of the happy
memories from those who worked with John
over many years, is a clear testament to how
profoundly he will be missed by many, many
friends and colleagues.
John bore his illness quietly, and despite
periods when he was so obviously unwell,
he remained a warm, caring and thoughtful
person, always putting you first in any
discussion. John will be very sorely missed at
our LAF Board meetings, where his thoughtful
and wise counsel as well as his wicked sense
of humour always made the LAF meetings
purposeful and convivial events. Our thoughts
go out to his family and many friends.
Donations in his memory can be made at:
https://johnroles.muchloved.com
Mark Westgarth, Chair, Leeds Art Fund

EVENTS
PROGRAMME
FEBRUARY – JULY 2021
2020 turned out to be a challenging year in
so many ways. Thank you to members who
supported the online events. These have
helped shape the coming season, which
consists of short, fortnightly, online talks on
Thursday evenings.
We start with a series of eight talks given by
speakers who have a connection to Leeds and
its collections, whether through study, research,
curatorial activity or a combination of all three.
From early nineteenth-century neoclassical
sculpture to the future of collecting, these talks
cover themes that are highly relevant today: the
politics of representation and displacement;
networks of artists and patrons; the problems
and opportunities of public sculpture and the
crucial work of building diverse, inclusive and
accessible public collections.
We also offer a new strand, which will feature
an in-depth look at the work of practicing local
artists. First off, Jake Attree, whose work will
already be familiar to many members.
Tickets for all events, except the AGM, can be
booked through Eventbrite via the following
link:

THURSDAY 18 MARCH 7PM
‘All Excellent Friends’: Tracing Networks of
Sociability in the Papers of Hamo Thornycroft
Dr Amy Harris, Research Associate, University
of York and St Paul’s Cathedral
THURSDAY 22 APRIL 7PM
Allegory, sculpture and the construction of
race in British visual culture: Joseph Thewlis’
c. 1900 frieze for West Riding Union Bank,
Park Row, Leeds

THURSDAY 6 MAY 7PM
Frank Rutter, the Modern Artist’s Ally
Dr Rosalind McKever, Exhibition Projects Curator,
Victoria and Albert Museum
THURSDAY 20 MAY 7PM
‘Eyes on the Wall’: Discovering Post-War
Architectural Sculpture in the Henry Moore
Institute Archive
Dr Dawn Pereira, Terra Foundation for American
Art-Paul Mellon Centre Fellowship
THURSDAY 3 JUNE 7PM
Direct Metal: American and British Sculpture
in the 1950s

www.eventbrite.com/e/133468707497
Tickets are free to members and £5 to nonmembers (standard individual LAF membership
is £30 per annum, a substantial saving for those
interested in all the listed events).

THURSDAY 17 JUNE 7PM
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: Recent
Conversations on Collecting Priorities for
US Museums

In these difficult times, when many employed
in the arts and culture are in precarious
employment, the LAF remains committed
to supporting scholarship aligned to the
collections of Leeds Museums and Galleries.
We are therefore offering these talks free to
LAF members, but we hope that you might
wish to make a donation to allow us to
continue this support.

Pavel Pyś, Curator of Visual Arts at the Walker
Art Center, Minneapolis
THURSDAY 1 JULY 7PM
An Artist’s Response to the City

Dr Melissa Gustin, Graduate Teaching Assistant,
University of York

Mitzi Cunliffe sculpture for the facade of the Man-Made Fibres Building,
University of Leeds 1956. Photo Ann Sumner.

The AGM is our chance to hear reports from the
LAF officers and ask questions.
AGM 11 am; Lunch 1pm; Lecture 2pm by
Professor Ann Sumner: Mitzi Cunliffe
Cunliffe designed the sculpture for the façade
of the Manmade Fibre Building at Leeds
University. Ann will share her research into the
life and work of this fascinating woman, whose
contribution to British Art is currently being reevaluated. Ann has dedicated the lecture to the
late Ben Read, former Chair of the LAF.
Admission to the AGM is free (members only);
optional lunch and lecture £30; lecture only £5
(non-members £7.50). Booking details will be
circulated nearer the time.

NOTE FROM THE EVENTS TEAM
We are ever hopeful that we can resume visits,
so have a couple of potential activities ready
should circumstances permit us to roam! We
will advertise visits in the e-bulletin, Out and
About with the LAF, which we shall continue
to publish. Many thanks for your suggestions
thus far.

THURSDAY 18 FEBRUARY 7PM
Portable Sculpture

THURSDAY 4 MARCH 7PM
The Emperor Has No Clothes: Antonio Canova’s
Napoleon as Mars the Peacemaker and the
Failure of Memorialisation

MONDAY 12 JULY AT 11AM
Temple Newsam House (to be confirmed)
Annual General Meeting and Lecture

Dr Rebecca Senior, Postdoctoral Research
Fellow, Henry Moore Foundation

Dr Marin Sullivan, Catalogue Raisonné Director
for Harry Bertoia and Curator-at-Large,
Cheekwood, Nashville, Tennessee

Dr Clare O’Dowd, Research Curator, Henry
Moore Institute (Portable Sculpture, spring/
summer exhibition at HMI)

LEEDS ART FUND AGM

The Old Grain Store, Crown Point Bridge by Jake Attree

Jake Attree talks about his paintings and
provides a virtual tour of his studio, reflecting
on early memories of visits to Leeds:
Both my father and mother had sisters living
in Leeds and we visited, if not frequently, at
least regularly. On moving back North in the
late eighties, I found these early impressions
impacting on the work I began to make.
www.jakeattree.co.uk

If you don’t already receive the e-bulletin Out
and About with the LAF and would like to
keep in touch, please send your email address
to events@leedsartfund.org. If you or you
know members who do not have email but
who would like to receive Out and About with
the LAF, we may be able to accommodate a
few people by sending copies by post, please
contact: 07930 371298
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